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At a glance

It is important that students
receive feedback on their
work so that it has maximum impact.

Homework has been shown
to have a consistently
positive impact on
students learning.

It is important to relate
homework to the work in
lessons, and to highlight its
purpose to students.

The positive effects of
homework can add on
average 5 months additional
progress, however, the way
homework is set is
important in determining
how much of an impact it
has.

Key Information:

Homework is a key part of school-life. Parents and students expect to be given it and
teachers follow policies about setting it. The benefits of homework can be substantial, if it
is set appropriately. For example, it has been shown that homework is most effective
when used as a focussed intervention, tackling a specific area that has been looked at in
class.

Students need to understand the importance of homework and this purpose needs to be
specific. Homework should be explained in class and followed up in class for maximum
benefits.
Ways that you can use this in your classroom today:

Ensure homework that is set relates to the work being done in class. In particular, a
specific area that needs to be developed.

As well as this, make the purpose of homework clear to students. E.g. to improve a specific
technique or area of knowledge.

Where possible use a variety of tasks with different levels of challenge.

Ensure pupils receive feedback on their work (this can be teacher, peer or self assessed).
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